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ACT ONE 

EXT. TOR POINT. OBSERVATORY. NIGHT. 

ESTABLISHING SHOT. 

INT. TELESCOPE CI!AMllER. NIGHT! 

CLOSE uP 011 A SYDEREAL CL0CK, WHICH TICKS 

SLOWLY AND LOUDLY. WIDEN SHOT TO SHOW THE 

GIANT TELESCOPE ANGLED AT 450, 

CUT TO A VIEW uP TIlE SIDE OF THE TELESCOPE. 

IT IS "LOOKIlIG" THROUGH A SEGMENT TAKEN 

OUT OF THE ROOF, AND THR0O'GH THIS WE CAN 

SEE THE NIGHT SKY AND SOME STARS. 

CUT TO PRCFESSOR RICHER SEATED IN, ,~ 

OBSERVER'S CHAIR UNDER THE 'I$LESCOPE, 

THE CHAIR IS TILTED BACKWARDS 450. 
IN RICHTER'S LEFT HAND IS A COMPENSATOR

SWITCH, ITS LONG LEAD TRAILING OFF TO THE 

TELESCOPE'S ELEVATING MECHANISM, AS 

. RICHTER OBSERVES, IlE WORKS THE OOMPENSATOR 

SWITCH WITH HIS 'j'I!UMB. WITH HIS RIGHT HAND, 

HE IS MAKING NOTES ON TO A PAD FIXED BY THE 

CRAIR. NEAR TO HIS MOUTH IS A SMALL 

MICROPHONE ON A STALK, WHICH IS CONNECTED 

TO A TAPE P,ECORDER THAT IS RUNNING CONTINUALLY, 

RICHTER, (III'l"l MIKE) The White Dwarf, 

Richter Alpha, is now in maximum luminosity, 

as previously calculated. I shall now 

oompare its position with plates taken 

six months ago. 

RICHTER REACHES OUT AND TAKES FROM 

PHOTOGRAFH l'LATES. RE STARTS TO FIT A 

PLATE INm THE SLOTTED FRAME UNDER THE 

TEr~COPE'S EYE-PIECE. 
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CUT TO RICHTER'S P.O,V. THROUGH THE 

TELESCOPE. WE SEE A SECTION OF THE NIGIIT 

SKY TlmOUGH A CIRCLE (WE NOW SEE MANY 

MORE STARS PER SQUARE INCH TMN WE DID BY 

OUR "NlIKED" EYE THROUGH THE ROOF OF THE 

OBSERVATORY, BECAUSE A TELESCOPE TBROWS 

UP A VAST NUMBER OF FEEBLE STARS NEVER SEEN 

BY THE NAKED EYE). 

THE STARS ARE BRILLIANT WHITE DOTS. NOW 

THE PSOTOGRAPHIC PLATES SLIDES OVER OUR 

VIE!" AND, ~S IT COMES INTO roSITION, THE 

STARS AWOST BUT DON'T QUITE COINCIDE INTO 

THE S/J.lE 1'1,'l'I'ERN. EACH STAR HAS BECOME 

DOUBLED IN OUR VISION, SINCE ALTHOUGH. THE 

PIJ.TE IS NOW IN PJSITION THE TELESCOPE IS 
OFF TRUE AIM. ' , .• , .... 

CUT ro RICmER, AllD DRAW ATTENTION TO 
.' . 

THE COMPEl!SATOR SWITCH IN HIS LEFT lIt\ND. 

HE Vlorn,s THE TOGGLE TO THE m'T, mEN TO 

THE RIGHT, ETC. 

CUT TO RICHTER'S P.O.V. THROUGH TELFSCOPE. 

mE HlOTOGRAPSIC PLATE SLIDES FRACTIONALLY 

FIRST TO ONE SIDE, THEN TO ~ OTHER, SO 

TiliIT THE STARS DOUBLE, mEN DECOME SIlIGLE, 

THEN DOUBLE AGAIN. FINALLY THE TWO IMAGES 

LOCK-ON. ALL THE STARS I.!ATCH IN roSITION 

EXACTLY, EKCEPT FOR ONE WHICH IS VERY 

SLIGHTLY BRIGHTER THAN THE OTHERS, OF THIS, 

WE NOW SEE TWO - ONE ON THE PLATE (THE 

WHITE DWARF AS IT WAS SIX MONTlIS AGO) AND 

TIlE OTHER THROUGH mE PLATE (THE WHITE 

DWAm' AS IT IS NO'Il) 

CUT TO RICHTER. 
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RICHTER. (INTO MICROPHONE) As far 

as oan be seen, the Dwarf II:u now three 

degrees from its previous poeition, on 

an elliptical orbit, whioh would seem to 
contradiot previous expeotRtions that the 

Dwarf would -

THE THIN FLEX OF THE COMPENSATOR SWITCH 

IS DRAWN OVER RICHTER IS FACE AND AROUND 

HIS NEc:C. HE IS STRAJ'lGLED BY SOMEONE 

STANDmG BEIlIND HIM, WIIO!.! WE DO NOT SEE. 

CUT TO THE SYDEP.EAL CLOCK.. THERE IS 

NOTHING TO HEAR BUT TIlE STEADY TICKING 

OF THE CLOCK. 

SUPER CREDITS. ", '. ':" 

THE WIlITE DWARF. 

INT. STEED'S FLAT. DAY. 

STEED IS ALONE, ON THEPIlONE. HE IS IN 

A DRESSING GOWN. 

~ (INTO PIIONFl) Yes, 0.:1 right, 

I've got that. She should be here any 

moment now - I ~honed her this morning 
half an hour ago. Righ t, I '11 call 
you back. 

STEED HANGS UP. HE IS A1>OUT TO POUII. 

HIMSELF ANOTHER CUP OF MORNING COFFEE WlIEN 

~ FRONT DOOR BE~L RINGS. 
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STEED GOES TO OPEN TlIE DOOR. IT IS CATHY. 

SHE ENTERS. 

QATHY. (REGARDING STEED'S DRESSING GOWN 

.\ND PYJAMAS) Well,: who sounded aa 

though they'd got up with the lark on 

the phone half &~ hour ago? 

STEED CONTINUES POURING COFFEE. 

§:£1tl1!D....t I'Vd been talld~1g to OBe T~n 

ever sinoe then. Coffee? 

CATIlY, Thanks, 

STEED GIVES CATllY A CUP OF COFFEE. 

CAl'ill.!. What's all the penio? .. 

~ Have you eeen the newspapers 

yet~ 

~ You expect me to be round haro 

in thirty minutes flat, ~ to have read 

the newspapers? 

~ Take a l.ook a.t thia -

STEED SHOWS CATHY A COPY OF TlIE "MORNING 

STANDARD", \'IIlOSE HEADLINE ANNOUNCES. 

NillL...LEAVE STOPPE12 

§~ A.~d thia one -
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STEED SROVlS CATHY A COPY OF "THE DAILY 
170RLD" WHOSE llEADLlNE ANNOUNCES •• 

RESERVISTS TO STAND BY 

~ (LOOKING AT THE NEWSPAPERS) 
The army to be mobilised? Why? I 

thought the peace talke were going so well, 

~ This has nothing to do with pesoe 
- or war. Do you know what a nhita Dwarf 
is? It's some sort of astronomical body. 

~ It 'a the 00". of ,s, supernova. 

~'. Vlhich, in words o'f not 'more 
tha.n "six lettere, moans what? 

QATHY, Stars explode sometimes 

STEED, Vlhen you aay "stArs" t you donlt 
mean planets? 

~ No, no. The word "star" gets 

used very loosely. Stars are reslly like 

our sun - burning masses of gas. Every 

now and then one of tham explodes, 

~ "Every now and then" meaning every 
few million years? 

~ Not necessarilYt There was one 

~uite recently, in 1954. The Crab Nebula 
is the debris from it. You see, when a 
star explodes • as our sun will, one day 

- therets an enormous ~t-throwing of matter. 

During the next rew days the light and heat 

of the exploding star increases from one 

- 5 • 
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S!1EIl (CONTINUED) to one hundred 

million times their. or.iginal state. 

~ And when it's all over, bar 

the shouting, you've got a White Dwart? 

~ Yes. Probably nut muoh bigger 

than our own Earth. After that, it 

becomes a Bp~ce wanderer. There1s a theory, 

you know, that our own Bolar System started 

this way. First tl,ere""'Tetwin binery stars. 

One of them exploded, Rnd some of the debris 

bec~e the planetso 

~lmlL That~B Professor R!chte~i~ theory, 
isn1t it? 

"' ... " 

.9Jl.:lliX.!. If you've already read u:;> Ori 

this, you're V1aAting my time, sl'en1t you? 

STFJ>D. All I knew was that Richter had 

a theory about the White DRarf, that it 

would come back into our Solnr System one 

day • 

.!1l!T.!!D.. lIe still maintains that theory, 

80 far as I know. 

~ H El doe sr.. I t maintain WlYth1ng 

any more. ITe Was murdered last night. 

~ (REULY SHOCKED) That's tern ble. 

Who would want to kill a man like bim? 

~~ That's what I want to fi~d out. 

Also, wrs Richter1s notes were stolen, and 
~ tape reo order he was using destroyed, 

You see, it seems Richter was making a very 
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!l.~ (CONTINUED) important 

observation last night. Six months ago 

he reported to the Ministry of Science 

that the Vlhi te Dwarf would re-enter the 

Solar System fifteen months from then. That 

gives us nine months to go. Last night 

he should have been able to confirm or 

deny his oalculations, 

££!:m:£!. Do you know what the Dwarf's 
return w,uld mean? 

~ It woul~ go for the Sun, wou1dn.t 
it? 

~ A thimblafu1 of White Dwarf 

matter weighs § thousand tons by =«, 
standards. It has more gravitiona1 pull 

than anything else in the Universe. It 

would go for the Dun all right, <but it 

wou"d take us with it. If this news got 

out, there' d be world-wide pe<nic. 

~ (INDICATIlIG THE NEWSPAPERS) 
The government know that. Hence the 

mobilisetion of the nr.ed forces, to 

keep law and order. But theylr~ not 

telling anybody else yet. 

~ But other oountries, and other 

observatories, have a right to know. 

~ l:ot if there's the slightest 

possibility of a leak - which there might 

be if communiques are sent all over the 
world~ 
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~~ Just when ts the Government 

gOing to let everybody know that the 

worldlg ooming to an end? 

§.TB.!. That's being decide& this roornir,/;. 

Our problem is to find out why Richter 

was killed. 

CATlIY. ~ problem, Steed, 

STEED r,oES UP TO CATlIY, lIE IS VERY SERIOUS, 

STEED I Have you ever been to Tor, Point 

Observatory in Cornwall? II~.t,r<i you'll 

find it 8 fascinntbg place" ,The Cornish 

Express leaves in hnlf-an-hour. 
" (,.,." 

Si!illIiJ. And just what will yO\! be doing 
while I'm a.wa.y? 

STEED, What do you think~ Having myself 

a good time, while therets still time 
";0 have it. 

§'~1&L - ESTABLISHING SlIOT '. 

A SHOT OF BIG BEll, 

EXT. MINISTRY OF SCIENCE. DAY. 

CLOSE UP OF PLAQUE RFJCDING,_ 

MINISTRY OF SCIEllCE 

DIVISION OF ASTRONOMY. 

~ (O.S.) 

- s _ 

Boom of Big Ben. 

London traffic. 

n ...... -, 

- 6 _ 

~~ Just when ts the Government 

gOing to let everybody know that the 

worldlg ooming to an end? 

§.TB.!. That's being decide& this roornir,/;. 

Our problem is to find out why Richter 

was killed. 

CATlIY. ~ problem, Steed, 

STEED r,oES UP TO CATlIY, lIE IS VERY SERIOUS, 

STEED I Have you ever been to Tor, Point 

Observatory in Cornwall? II~.t,r<i you'll 

find it 8 fascinntbg place" ,The Cornish 

Express leaves in hnlf-an-hour. 
" (,.,." 

Si!illIiJ. And just what will yO\! be doing 
while I'm a.wa.y? 

STEED, What do you think~ Having myself 

a good time, while therets still time 
";0 have it. 

§'~1&L - ESTABLISHING SlIOT '. 

A SHOT OF BIG BEll, 

EXT. MINISTRY OF SCIENCE. DAY. 

CLOSE UP OF PLAQUE RFJCDING,_ 

MINISTRY OF SCIEllCE 

DIVISION OF ASTRONOMY. 

~ (O.S.) 

- s _ 

Boom of Big Ben. 

London traffic. 



,._-,----. -..• ,' 

- 9 -

INT. HENRY BARKER'S OFFICE. DAY. 

§Q]!!'l]).J. (O.S.) SUBDUED CARRY-OVER OF 

BOOM OF BIG BEN. 

THIS IS THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF 

SCIENCE. WE CAN SEE BIG BE:'! TllROUGH THE 

WINDOW. HrnRY BARKER IS WAITING. THE 

MINIPTER ENTERS, IN STREET CLOTHES AND 

VIITl! BRIEF CASE. 

MINISTER, Good morning, Barker. le there 

any further news? 

THE MINISTER TilKES OFF HIS COAT ,- GETS 

HIMSELF BEHIND HIS DESK, IS QUIOKLY 

GLANCING AT MOnNING MAIL ASiIE TALKS. 

'. ,," 

BARKER, No, sir. 

MINISTER, I've been on to the -Prime 

Minister. He'e seeing the Cabinet this 

morning. (HE TllROVIS DOWN SOME PAPERS) 

. It's absolutel:( incredible - the one man 

who hed been follOwing the path of the 

Dwarf to be murdered! 

BARKER, I phoned Tor Point again laet 

night, sir, an·, told Profeesor Cartright 

not to inform the looal police. 

MINISTER: Yes, quite right. Whoever 

killed him will heve to. go .oott free for 

the moment. Of course you know what the 

Service chiefs will .~ - Why didn't 

we let them oocupy the place six months 

ago! 

BARKER. That would heve drawn too much 

attention to it. 
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any further news? 

THE MINISTER TilKES OFF HIS COAT ,- GETS 

HIMSELF BEHIND HIS DESK, IS QUIOKLY 

GLANCING AT MOnNING MAIL ASiIE TALKS. 

'. ,," 

BARKER, No, sir. 

MINISTER, I've been on to the -Prime 

Minister. He'e seeing the Cabinet this 

morning. (HE TllROVIS DOWN SOME PAPERS) 

. It's absolutel:( incredible - the one man 

who hed been follOwing the path of the 

Dwarf to be murdered! 

BARKER, I phoned Tor Point again laet 

night, sir, an·, told Profeesor Cartright 

not to inform the looal police. 

MINISTER: Yes, quite right. Whoever 

killed him will heve to. go .oott free for 

the moment. Of course you know what the 

Service chiefs will .~ - Why didn't 

we let them oocupy the place six months 

ago! 

BARKER. That would heve drawn too much 

attention to it. 
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MINISTER, That's what I told the PM. 

Have YOIl found out when they oan make 

another observatio~? 

~ARKER' Yes, sir. Just before mid.night 

on Uedneeday. 

MINISTER: But that' e ano,her four daye I 

BAnKER, It's the first possible time 

when this he~i.phere will be facing 

the Dwarf again at night. 

MINISTER, ~hen I'll llaveto euS-gost 

to the Prime Minister thct he 'holds back the 

communique to other go~ernmehts until 

after that 0bservation. We oertainly'. 

can't pronounoe world doom on the basie 

of an observ1.tion mnde six months agoa 

Tell Cartvight that we'll want to hear 

from him by one a,m. on Thursday morning. 

Meantime I'll toll the P .M. "hat' e 

happening. 

BARKER: Yes, sirt 

STILL- ESTABLISHING SHOT. 

l',STABLISIIING SHOT OF OBSERVATORY 

EXTEIlIOR. DAY. 

OFFICE. 
1NT. OBSERVATORY I DAY. 

CP..'l.TRIGIiT IS ON TIlE TE1EPllONE. Fl HIM 

lJ(E liULLER AND RAHIM. THE VOICE OF 

HENRY ~ARKER IS AMP1IFIED FOR TIlE BENEFIT 

OF FULLEIl P..'lJl RAIlIM Fl A TELEPlIONE AMPLIFIER. 
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CARTRIG!IT, (INTO PHONE) Mr. Barker, 
we must inform the polioe. 

BARKER, I'm efraid that's quite out 
of the question, Professor Cartright. 

INTERCUT TO BARKER AT MINISTRY ON 

TELEFlIONE - TIGHT CI1)SE HP, NO Sill'!!. 

BARKER. (INTO PHONE, CONTINUIm) It 
is the Ministers express wish that no 
one shall be informed. ne wants ,ou 

to oarry on normally, make the observation 

on ViedneJday as planned, and il\form him 
imm<>diately of your findingS. ,.la' that 
understood? 

CUT BACK .TO CARTRIGHT. . ,'",.-. 

CARTRIGlIT. (INTO PlIONE) It'. not 
understood, but I take it we have no 

option. Just what is supposed to have 

happened to ProfeGsor Richter? 

BAll!Ql;fu (FILTER) So far as the 

Ministry is ooncerned, Professor Riohter 

is on leave - indefinitely. 

CARTRIGHT, (Lft'(; PHONE) Thank you, 
end good day, Mr. Barker. 

CARTRIGIIT REPLACES TIlE PlIONE, TURNS 
TO PULLER MID RAlIlM. 

CARTRIGlIT~ You heard that? 

FULLER AND RAlIlM NOD. 
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FULLER. Mount Palermo in California 

could make an observation tOnight if 

we could tell them. 

CARTRIGHT. But we oan't. If there's a 

leak there mAY be a panio - and world-wide 

social disorder. That's far more important, 

of oourse, than any conoern for scientifio 

truth. 

RAHDh Perhaps they are right. if you 

had seen what peop),. do when they are 

frightened or in panio, you might agree 

with the offioials. 

CARTRIGIlT. (RISING) Well, I'd better 

teU Luke that Whi teholl has sent' hii"': 

father Iron leave", 

FULLER: I'll tell him. 

CARTRIGllT PAUSES. 

CARTRIGHT. If you think it would come 

better from you, Dr. Fuller - by all means. 

FULLER EXITS. 

INT, OBSEliVATORY ENTRANCE. 1'AY. 

FULLER COMElS FROM THE OFFICE, GOES ALONG 

TIlE CORRIDOR. A DOOR OPENS AND LUKE COMES 

INTO TIlE CORRIDOR. rcffiOUGH THE DOOR V7E 

CATCH A GLD!PSE OF A TABLE ON WHICH IS LYING 

A BODY DRAPED BY A SHEET. 
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FULLER: Luke. 

!ill!Qll.!. Ye s 7 

FILLER, You really shouldn't go in 

there, you know. 

LUKE, I hadn't properly seen him 

since last night, 

FULLER, The Ministry's been on the 

phone. There isn't going to be an enquiry. 

!ill!Qll.!. Can they deoide that? 

FULLER: I think it would' lie,better if 

we do wha~ they want, 

";" 

!ill!Qll.!. I think it would be better if 

we told them to go to hell. If Cartrigh+, 

isn't going to call in the police, then 

I am • 

. FULLER PUTS A HAND ON LUME'S ARM. 

FULLER.: You've had a terrible ahock. 

We all hM'.. But nothing's goi ng to 

bring your father baok. 

LUKE: I j,!(st oan't understand why anyone 

would want to kill him, I meant can you? 

FULLER, No. But it's no good your 

tODturing yourself about it. Why don't 

you go baok to the guest house and get 

some sleep. 
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~ I'YO been trying to work out 
who could have done this. Thare are 

only three reasons why poople kill eaoh 

other. Because they're frightened I 

because they hatel or bec,,',se thoy hope 

to got something out of it. Con you think 

of anybody with ony of those reasons 
for killing my father? 

FULLER. Certainly no one here. 
'I' 

~ I wonder •••• 

INT. MAXWELL BARKER'S FLAT; EVENING. 

MAX\7E1L BARKER AND JOHNSON, ARE PRESENT. 

JOHNSON IS ON TIlE PHONE. .,." 

JOllllSON. (INTO PIlONE) When the; prioe 

reaches two dollars fifty, sell,' Yes, 

the lot. Credit my number C~£ acoount, 

Bank of New York. And phone me again 

. tomorrow , care ~f Maxwell Barker, (HE 
LOOKS AT TELEPHONE DIAL) Hyde Park 50ll -
London. 

JOHNSOIl HANGS UP THE PHONE. 

JOrlllSON. (TO MAXWELL) 1'1011, that.s 

enough for a de.y'. tr!lding. (HE PRODUCES 

A SLIP OF PAPER) I now make the total 

cash res.rve ••• (llE TOTS UP SOME FIGURES) 

••• seYen and a half million English 

pounds. You know, if you l d let B~e 

other friends of mine in on this, we 

could make it up to thirty-forty million. 

MAXWELL. And what would be in it for 
us? 
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JOllNSON, Ten peroent - twenty peroent, 
you could name your own pr1oe~ They'd 

be glad of the tip off. And it'd all 
be extra for us, 

I.IAXWELL. It would all be extra risk too. 

JOllNSON. Bot neo~ssarily. When we 
start buying, our names are going to 
stick out l~ke sore thumbs. If there 
~re other ~eople buy!ng, it wou~d make 

it look like we were not the only people 
who didn't :'eliwe the world was coming 
to an and. 

MAX'ilEL!J : )lu t we won't bO .• buyi,* und.r 
our O'Wll names, remember. At least I, wontt. 

JOHNSON, But Max, oouldn't. wedo"wi'th 
those additional percentn~es? 

MAXWELL, We oould, if we knew we were 
going to get them, You might get four 
shillings out of a man who'. earnod a 

. pound on your tip-off. But you try getting 

four million out of a~one who's earned 

twenty million. He'd tell you to go and 
whistle, 

JOIlNSON, (PREPARING TO LEAVE) I just 
thought we might do some friends of mine 
a favour. 

~..1.!. When you are one of the two 
richest men in the world, that's the time 

to thi~ about doing favours. Even then, 
I'd uonsider it a sign of moral weakness., 

!!J'.JC\\'ELL SHOWS JOllNSON TOWARDS THE DOOR, 
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WEEN MAXWELL OPENS TEE DOOR EENRY BARKER 

IS STANDING OUTSIDB, AROUT TO RING. 

)MXWELL. Henry - I didn '.~ expect you. 

BARKER, (SEEING JOllNSON) I'm sorry 

I hope I'm not butting in. 

JO!L.lSON. (TO BARKER) Don't worry 

about mc. I'm just leaving. (TJ 

MAXWELL) See you tomorrow. 

JOllNSON EXITS. BARKER ENTERR. 

BARKER AND MAXWELL CCME FURTEER: INTO TEE ROOM. 

MAXWE!JLI Well, let me get, you a: drink. 

BARKER, Thanks. 

MAXWELL GOES TO DRINKS CABINET •. ' . 

BARKER SITS DOWN, VERY MUCH PAT HOME. 

BARKER. You're seeing a lot of that 

fellow Johnson these days. 

MAXWELL, It's good to keep up 

overseas contacts. He's a big man on 
Wall Street. 

MAXWELL GIVES BiiliKER TEE DRIN1C. 

BARKERs You know, for brothers we 

couldn't be more different, could we? 

MAXWELL. (CEEERFllLLY) I don't know. 

Just because you donlt like my friends 

and I don't like yours., ••• 
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- 17 

BARKER, I've got nothing really 

Rgainst Johnson. (SMILING) He'a 

probably no more unscrupulous than you are. 

M~' We can't all dedicate our 

lives to public service. Someone 

has to keep the wheels of commerce turning. 

BARKER, Oh, is that 

what you oall it. Wellj if Professor 

Richter was right there aren't going to 

be any wheels of c~mmerce any more -

or anything else. All your efforts 

to scr&tch A. meagre li~ring O'f.~ow·,ever 

many millions a year it i. ~ill be bro~ght 
to nought. 

MAllWELL, I thought there was going to 

be an announcement toda,:r1 

~, ~hey couldn't make the 

observation last night. 

MAXl'IELL GOES TO REFILL HIS GLASS, 

TURNS AWAY FROM DARKER. 

MflXWELL. Too cloudy or something 

BAIL'{ER, A tech'lical hitch. 

loIAXWilLL, But the Government must tell 

the people fairly soon, surely? 

:BARKERs There are two points of view inside 

the Cabinet. One is to tell other 

governments straiGht away so that armies 

and police forces can be mobilised to 

maintain publio order. 
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~~. Then what happens if you 
find out Richter was wrong? 

BARKER. The world will have been 

thrown into social chaos for nothing. 

The other point of view is to say 

nothing until the Tor Point astronomers 

have heen able to make sufficient 

observations to be completely sure that 

there's no hope. The one thing the 

Cabinet'~doeD agree on is thct th~ 

world should learn its fa,te in a proper 

and order 1:; way. 

MAXWELLI So between these i'wo, extremes, 

what t.l8sterstroke of Br1 ti3}:l "compromise 

has finally ,een decided! 

BARKER. The next possible observation 

is Wednesday midnight. If Tor 

Point confirm Richter's theory then, 

communiques will be sent to other 

~overnments at one o'clock Thursday 

morning, and the Prime Minister will 

speak to the country some hours later. 

What, of course, the Government would 

prefer is if there had been any ether 

independent observations of the Dwarf. 

MAXWELL. But surely all the time it's 

up there there's the possibility of some 

other astronomer seeing it? 

BARXERt The chances of ar.y astronomer 

even looking at the Dwarf, quite apart 

from observing its path, are on a par 

with your looking through a pin-hole and 

happening to piok out " par~ular •• agull 

nesting on the ~liffs of Dover. 
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MAXWELL. You really think this is 

going to happen? 

HARKERt I find it difficult 

to believe Richter could have been wrong. 

MAXWELL. I "aB thinking, if it comes 

to the wore t, you and Mery might 

like to join me at my villa on the 

French Rivie:,-a. We could live it up a bit. 

~. I haven't planned my Bumme:: 

leave, yet. 

~t But you're forgetUng,' Henry. 

The world mny be coming to ~:m end'. If 

we're going to be dragged into the Sun, 

it'll be .um~er all the way for al: ei' 
us - until we melt. 

EXT;.' TOR POINT GUFlST HOUSE. !TIGHT. 

C.U. OF PLAWJE READING,· 

TOR POINT GUEST HOUSE 

VEGETARIANS ONLY 

Prop. Mis B Edwina Tre garth. 

INT. TOR POINT GUEST HOUSE. NIGHT. 

THE RALL IS LIKE TRAT OF A PRIVA TB 

HOUSE, EXCEPT FOR THE DELL PLACED ON A 

SMALL T.I:BLE, AND A BAIZE LETTER RACK. 

THE tALL IS OVER-FURNISHED CLUTTERED WITH 

OBJECTS. A BAROMTER RANGS FROM THE WALL. 

CATRY ENTERS BY THE FRONT DOOR CARRYING 

A SUITCASE. SHE SEES THE NOTE READING 

"RING FOR ATTENTl:ON" AND RINGS THE BELL. 

MISS TREGARTH APPEARS FROM THE BACK OF 

THE RALL IN A FLORAL HOUSECOAT. 
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CATHYt Good evening. I'm Dr. Gale. 

You're expecting me. 

MISS TREGARTHI Oh yea, I've got your 

room ready. ~oulll be at the 

Observatory, will you? 

~l That's right. 

MISS TREGARTHl They all stay " .. 

here. There's been hardly a, room 

to spare since that place opened.', There I B 

one of them waiting foryou iri' the ~ Lounge. 
" . 

MISS TREGARTH GOES TO OPENING TO LOUNGE. 
": ' 

MISS TREGARTHI Professor Fuller, Dr. 

Gale' a here. (SIlE TURNS llAC:[ TO CATI!Y? 

~, Could I possibly have something 

~o eat? 

MISS TREGARTH, Yes of course. Carrot 

soup, herb omelette and baked bananas 

be all right? 

~l Thank you. 

CUT TO FULLER STANDING IN THE CPENING 

TO THE LOUNGE. 

FlJLLER, Dr. Gale? I'm lIliubath 

Fuller. 

~![Il It'. nice of you to be here 

to meet me. 
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~t I was just having some coffee. 

You might like to join me. 

~I Thank you very much. 

MISS TBEGARTH. I'll show you your 

room after dinner. 

MISS TllEGARTH GOES. CATHY GOES INTO THE 

LOUNGE. 

CUT TO THE LOUNGE. FULLER r.AS SOME 

COFFEE THINGS 011 All OnCASIOIIAL TABLE 

llEl!r TO THE BAY WINDON. 

FULLER. This is the leunge- and tea 

room, It'. not quite the Ritz,.but."., 

we manage. Do you take mallasee? 

~, I have don •• 

FULLER. You don't get sugar hsre, 

. or meat. We're. all growing increasingly 

thin end increasingly healtr.y. 

Cl\THY I& ABOUT TO KIGll'"' A CIGARETTE. 

FULLER, And we don't smoke at least not 

when Mis5 Tregarthls around. I hope 

you oan stand the pace of our high living. 

C4THY, This is the only 

place to stay round here, isn't it? 
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FULLER, 

It's the only plaoe near the Observatory -

unless you can afford to run a C~. 

An astronomer's pay hardly ~llows 

such luxuries in this country. You've 

been working abr,a~, have~tt you? 

QA!!!X' I was at Mal1daso~ for two years. 

FULLER' India. That must have been 

interesting, but a bit ramot~. 

CATHY, We managed to keep up with things. 

FULLER, You kntw Cartright ,and .

Richt9r of course? 

QA!!!XI I know their work. Yoa'.',.," 

too, of course~ I was very lmpreseed 

with your paper on the asteroid belt. 

FULLER, I didn't seem to imptes. Tikhov. 

You know him, I suppose. 

CATHYa No, I haven't been to Russia. 

At least not to any observatories there. 

(CHANGING TIlE SUBJECT) What is Professor 

Riohter working on now? 

CUT TO LUKE RICHTER STANDING IN DOORWAY. 

~f He's gone away, on indefinite leave. 

CUT BACK TO FULLER AND CATHY. 

FULLER' This is Dr. Luke Richter. 

(TO LUKE) Dr. Gale. 
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LUKE ENTERS, SHAKES HANDS WITH CATRY • 

.!d!!Q!.. Very pleased to meet you, Dr. 

Gale. 

FULLER. (BRIGHTLY) Dr. Gale's beon 

at Mandasor t.he last two yc.ars • 

.!d!!Q!.' Then you should feel at ,home 

here. We have Professor ~ahim on loan 

from Bombay - you must nave met him , 
out there. I m sure he'll be delig~tea 

to Bee yuu again. 

INT. OBSERVATORY OJ'FICE. NIGHT~· 

CARTl!~GHT I~ WORKING AT T5El SPECTRUM:· 

METER, A BOX-LIKE OBJECT WITH SOMET!IING 

LIKE A MICROSCOPE ON TO!" CAR~llIGHT 

IS LOOKING DOWN THE MICROSCOPE •. WHEN 

WE CUT TO HIS P.O.V. WE SEE ft ' 

STRIP OF FILM BEARING GRADIATED LINES. 

LIKE A FENCE WITR A CURVED TOP. HE IS 

MAKING 1l0TES OF VIllAT HE SEES RAHIM 

ENTERS. 

RAHIM, Professor Cartright? 

CAR'mIGHT, Yes? 

~, What is the lowest possible 

angel of the telescope? 

CARTR!GHT LOOKS UP FROM illS WORK. 

CARTRIGHT. ~>nPty degrees. Why? 
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RARIM. ! have been thinking about 

the Dwarf. 

CARTRIGHT. (CUTTING IN) It won't 

be over the horizon. 

FARIM. I know, I know. Not for four 

more night. But we have the plates 

of Professor Fuller's observations 

of the oo~et Erondi~e. -

!\AHIM CROSSES TO WALL CHART TO EXPLAIN. 

RAliIM. (CONTINUING) - whioh is also 

at an angl. of 87 degrees to the: 
planetary disc, but· of co\'.rse"more 

distant th",,· the Dwarf. It seems to 

me that any movement the Dw~fhas 

made must be reflected in the eurve 

er Drondima., owing to ":.ha Dw'U'f' s; immense 

density. 

CNRTRIGHT' Ye., that's possible. 

~. I have been studying the spectrum 

readings +hat Richter took of the Dwarf. 

CAR1RIGIlT • (C'l"!TING IN) Mainly iron, 

isn't it? 

RIHIM. Ye., it i. the typical Dwarf 

interl~aving atomic structure, with 

a gravitional pull of two thousand to 

one compared with eert~. I wish your 

permission to make an observation of 

the com~t Drondima. 
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CARTRIGRT, Yee,of couree. Gc ahead. 

(HE CHECKS ANOTHER CHART ON TEll WALL) 

There'll he no-one using the telesoope 

tonight. 

CARTRIGHTr But the chances are remote 

don I t you thJ.nk of making c. oalcula tion 

on the.t basis? 

~, Yes, bu.t 1 f the chance exists 

I think we shculd take it. I will 

let you know straight away if I am 

successful. 

CARTRIGHT, Thank you. 

llARIM EXITS. CARTHIGHT GOES TO WALL., 

CHART DIARIES RAHIM t 5 NAME. 

JNTl OBSERVATORY ENTRANCE. NIGHT; 

RAHIM COMES FROM THE OBSERVAiI'OR~ OFFJCE 

~OES ALONG TOWARDS THE .••.• 

INT. TELESCOPE CHAMBER. NIGHT. 

RAHD! GOES UP THE STEPS TO THE 

OBSERVATION PLATFORM AND SETS TO WORK. 

INT. OBSERVATORY ENTRANCE.NIGHT. 

THE FRONT DOOR OPENS AND FULLER ENTERS. 

FOLLOWED BY OATHY ANll LUKE. THEYCROSS 

TO TH1l OBSERVATORY OFFI CE • 

FULLERs You seo, it's not very far 

from the guest-house. 
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CATHYI Doesn't Mise Tregarth mind 

your going baokwards and f orwerda 

at a,l hours of the njght? 

FULLER, She's got used to that. 

But I'm sure ilhe thinks there's something 

immoral about sleeping during the day. 

This ia the office. 

FULLER OPE:qs TIlE DOOR. 

INT. OBSF4!VATORY OFFICE. NIGHT. 

CARTBIGH'< AS AT TIlE l"IUTE DWARF FILE. 

TIlE DOOR OP'!:NS, AND FULLER i CATHY;" 

AND L1'KE ENTER. 

1&lI!il: (TO CARTBIGHT) This is jj;; 'Ge,le. 

(TO CATHY) Professor Cartright. 

ClIRTRIGHT lilAS QUICKLY PUT AWAY TIlE 

FILE, GOES TO SHAKE HANDS WI~'H CATHY. 

CARTRIGH~' Very p+eased to meet you, 

Dr, Cale. 

CATHY OPENS IlER HANDBAG, PRODUCES A LETTER. 

~, My letter of introduction from 

the Ministry. 

CARTRIGHT GLANCES AT THE LETTER. 

CARTRIGHT. Yes, of course. 

(HANDING BACK TIlE LETTER) Wen we haven't 

started to observe Mars from ~ere yet. 
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CARTRIGHT. (CONT' D) Bu t you' re 

·'tfery welcome. You'll be staying until 

its opposition,I suppose. 

CATHY, I would like to. 

CABTRIGHT. (A LITTLE EMEARASSED BM THE 

INTRO])UCTIOH OF A STRANGER) Not at all. 

You'll let ~e know if there'. anything 

you want, o! oourse. (HE INDICATES 

THE WALL CHART) Vie diary our programmes 

up here. It usua.lly works Ol.~t quite well. 

FULLER LOOIGl AT TI!E DIABY WALL CHART. 

FULLER I I see Professor RElhi@ts.using 

the telescope. I didn't know: we had"., 

anything programmed for tonight. 

CABTRIGHT. He had an idea !bout Alpha 

Riohter. I will tell you about it later. 

(CHANGING THE SUBJECT) The jouI"'lals have 

-arrived, 

FULLER. Thank you. 

CABTRIGHT, (CONTINllING, NOW TO CI!THY) 

If you'll excuse me, I have some plates 

to develop. Pe~hap. Dr. Richter oould 

show you round? 

CATH!. Thank you. 

CABTRIGHT EXITS. 

~, (TO CAThY) If you don't mind, 

there's something I want to Bee in 

this month 1s "Astrophyeical Reviewll • 

(TO LUKE) I'll be in the library. 
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FULLER EXITS. 

~, (TO CATHY) I'm afraid you'll 

find us a bit preocupied at the moment 

(HE OPENS THE DOOR) Would you like 

to see the telescope now. 

CATRY I Thank you. 

CATHY EXITS, FOLLOWED BY LUKE; 

INT. OBSERVATORY ENTRANCE. NIGHT. 

CATRY AND LUKE ENTER FROM THE OFFICE 

GO IN THE D~CTION OF THE TELESCOPE 

CHAMBER. 

~: They call this place new, but aB 

you'll see half the equipment's been 

handed down. But the tJlesccpe, ,i tself 

is brand new. 

THEY RAVE REAClIED THE FOOT OF THE STEPS 

LEADING ill' TO THE OBSERVATION PLATFORM. 

THE LOWER AREA WHERE THEY ARE STAl!l)IN) 

WELL-LIT, BUT THE OBSERVATION PLATFORM 

JUST ABOVE THEM IS VERY DARK. 

~I Shall I load the way up? 

~l Yes, please do. 

LUKE GOES UP TIlE STEPS, FOJ,LOWEDBY CATHY. 

~I Rahim will oertaihly be surprised 

to see you. 
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·,INT .. 

. THE: 

. DOOR. IrCHNSON ENTERS. 

Mr. Barker' 6 

CUT TO MAXWE11 ON THE TELEPHONE. 

MAXWE11. (DlTO PHONE) i 
_, • ,', '(i .' ,. 

Yes, all =ightDr • (HEPE1.TINGANll'i'IIUTING, " 

DOWN THE 1IlME)/GAle. I've gOt: t,h~i:',' 
Thanks. ! Bye. . ,:~ ,;, ;-~~.~~ 

MAXWELL PUTS DOVN THE PHONE. HE TURNS' 

TO/ACKNOWLEDGE JOHNSONj WHO IS MAKOO':; 
.', HIMSF.LF· VERY MUCH AT. HOME; 

, ' 

·B1Jll'LER. Would yo~ 1ik~ 

. '. SbHNSON., ~'hanks • 

'BUTIER GOES. 

~.Wellt 

'. ':~/i.~t~(;~~~: hk.~e' to' 
'", , - ' 

'. <-"1',,-' '", .. ', . 

. :"W::wELL:, Ncithi~' that 

tll~t ·'there' are- elements' "'Hocue., .. _._ ",", .,' 

Go';'~~~ent who I d rather n"+rn';"~( 
announoement on the, basis 

> observations. (INDICATINGTRE1'HCINE); 

just had a call from 
" ,'I' _, , ' 
Professor,Rahim was 

, 
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JOIlNSON. Who? 

MAXWELL. Rahim. lIe was from the 

University of Bombay. 

JOIlNSON. That could mean a police 

investigation. 

MAXWELL. I know. The sooner this 

business is overt the better. 

JOIlNSON. You can't expeot to make 

as mucl. money as this without sumS risk. 

Or maybe I g:ome from a tougher: school 

than you'., 

MAXWELL, I doubt it. It's just 

that there'. a Dr. Gale down'there, 

as a guest of the Ministry. 

JOIlNSON, Never heard ot him. 

MAXWELL& It IS' a woma."'l, Her visit may 

be just a coninciden6e, but it couldn't 

have happened at a worst time. 

JOIlNSON. Is this your brother,ls doing? 

MAXWELL. N •• 

THE BUTLER ENTERS WIT!! MORNING COFFEE. 

JOHNSON. (TO MAXWELL) You were saying 

about elements in the Government -

MAXWELL TELEGRAPHS TO JOIlNSi!N TO SHUT UP 

JO'RNSON SllUTS UP. Tl!E BUTLER EXITS. 
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MAXWELL' They don't want to take 
the riek of the newspapers getting hold 

of a story before theymake an official 
announoment. On the other hand, they'd 

be muoh happier about making that 
announoement if -·tl;lere had bean other 

independent obBervers. 

,JOHNSQli I Maybe we oould fi" that? 

MAXWELL. How? 

JOENSON, There's a man I can put 

pressure on. (lIE TAKES UP TIlE TElE
PHONE) Mind if I c~ll New Jersey? 

MAXWELL. Go ahead. 

JOllNSON DIALS THREE DIDGETS. 

JOllNSJN. (INTO PHONE) Hello? I 

want to make a person-ta-person oall 

what? Yeah, a personal oall to 

Professor James Lar~en, University 
of New Jersey. This is Hyde Park 5011. 

Okay, I'll be by this phone. 

INT. STEED'S FLAT. DAY. 

CATHY AND 8TEED :.RF PRESENT. CATH! , 
IS IN STREET C LOT}:ES • 

~, You think Professor Rahim waB 

looking for the White Dwarf? 

~. I'm oertain of it. They 

all know what happened to Riohter, 

and what he waS on to. 
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~I So they're playing it dumb? 

~I They're doing exactly what 

they've ween told, They're loyal. 

s~mDI Yes~ But to whom? I've been 

doing some investigating on my own here -

~I By remote control? 

~I In a way, yea. live been ask

ing myself why would anyone want to 

kill Riohter -

CATHYI --.- Sounds lite right-thinking •. 

~I (IGNORING !lER, CONTINUING) 

If the White Dwarf'1J coming, we,'ll all' 

fry together. So th8re ls no points 

in anyone murdering anyone elee. 

But what if Richter was wrong? 

CATIIY I None of the people around him 

seem to think he was ove~ wrong. 

~I But how can you say anything 

is right or wrong in astomomy? 

~I Obviously it's all theoretioal. 

But "right" means a theory which is 
mathematioally watertight. "Wrong" 

means one that isn't. 

But soientists have been 

wrong, sometimes. And Riohter wa.s an 

old man. Just to be purely theoretical 

for a moment, who could gain anything 

out of a widespread panic about some

thing that isn't going to happen? 
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To gain a political point, or 

make money'? 

~. Either. 

~, Politioally the social order 

will dome to an abrupt stop th. moment 

the news gets out. No one will Dare 

any mflr€.. 

~, EO;actly. Ther"'ll be chaos, 

and a general feeling that nothing 

matter.. The country that knew this 

wae a fake soare oould maroh in where

ever it liked. 

~, Except they'd have th.tr own 

military forces to contend with. . They ..... , 

wouldn't care, either, 

~. Which brings us to one other' 

possibility. What happens in th< 

world's stock exohanges if there's 

a threat of war? 

~, Prioes drop - except for 

armaments. ! begin to see what yuu mean. 

Aa soon ss the Government sends 

out it's oOmmun1qUf>B, every obSElltSt.ory 

in the world will be trained on t~e 

White Dwarf. But it' 11 be a day or 

two before ~hey can deny or oonfirm 

the threat. That would give ample 

time for a shrewd operator to buy up 

half the world's stock markeD shares 

on the oheap - the biggest killing 

in },ietory. 
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~. That still doesn't explain 

~~ehterl. death • 

.§ml2. But it might if he was about 

to oontradiot what he'd told the 

Government six m~nthB ago. 

(S~ODU~SA LONG SHEET OF PAPER.) 

I've listed/~tllknown financier who 

hee been selling on the grand soale 

in the past few montha. The man who 

intends to buy up half the worl~ is 

going to need eTory penny he oan lay 

hia hands on. 

STEED HANDS THE LIST TO.~ CATIIY. 

CATlIY. But there are twenty or thirty·' 

names here • 

.§ml21 Yes, but moot of them have 

perfectly legitimate reasons for selling. 

I~ls the other I'm interested in • 

...QJ)1!!I. Just a minute - there' e a 
name here that rings a bell •••• Maxwell 

Barker. (CATlIY TAKES FROM HER HAND-
BAG THE LETTEr. OF INTRODUCTION FROM THE 

MIW:STRY OF SCIENCE) M,y lette,. of in

troduction from the MiniBt~ of Soienee, 

(llEADING FROM THE LETTER) "I begtc 

remain your faithful servant· Something 

Something unreadable - f01 and on 

behalf of Henry Barker, Chief of the 

.Division of Aatonomy." -:They could 

be related. 

~I (LOOKING AT THE LETTER) They 

could indeed. 
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INT. MINISTRY OF SCIENCE. DAY. 

THIS IS HENRY BARKER'S OFFICE) -

(I.E. THE PREVIOUS OFFICE SET BE' ~ 
DRESSED) HENRY BARKER IS AT !lIS DESK. 

SEATED BEFORE HIM IS CilRTRIOHT, IN 

STREET CUlTHES. THE MINISTER ENTERS. 

BARKER IS ABOUT TO RISE. 

MINISTER, No, don't get up Barker. 

(HE CROSSES STRAIGHT TO CilRTRIGHT) 

Good to aee you again, Professor. 

CilRTRIGHT , (CONTINDI'I'G QUICKLY) I 

oan't tell ynu how shooked L'am, about 

Riiliim' s be .. th. 

CilRTRIGHT, I've been telling Mr,' .," 

Barker that I think it's time we did' 

go to the police. 

MINISTER, I couldn't agree more. But 

~'m afraid it's quite out of the question. 

CilRTRIGHT, But surely you must inform 

Bombay about Professor nahim t We can't 

keep.::E.h:!! lIaccidentlt quiet. 

MINISTER, We'lL Lave to. At least 

until after the cbserEation. 

CilRTRIGHT, Then we must have some 

sort of protection at the observatory. 

(SUDDENLY) I've really a good mind 

to go straight round to Sootland Yarn. 

l,UNISTER, (TO BARKER) Have you tried 

to explain the Government's views to 

Professor Cartright? 
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.!l!!!!Qilli Yes, sir. (TO CARTRIGHT) 

I'm afraid, Professor, that unleas you 

can gi~e ua your absolute asaurance 

that you will not inform the police, 

we oannot even permit you to return 

to the Observatory. 

CARTRIGHT. I aee. Then perhaps you'd 

like to acoomnany me back there to 

ex~lain the offioial minu to my colleagues, 

MINISTER' That might be a very good 

idea, (WITH A SMILE) provided your 

eolleaguea aren't going to regar1 Mr. 
Barker as a Whitehall apy into their 
private lives. (TO BARKER) You might' 

also ca able to assist Profes~or 
Cartright with some seourl ty arrangements.~'" 
(TO CAltTJUGHT) I hope the,~ would be' 

quite agreeable to you? 

CARTRIGHT. We certainmy don't want 

~~ m~re trouble there. 

MINISTER. Good. Then that's wettled. 

(TO BARKER) I shall want you to tele

phone me at ~ private number immed

iately after t;,e ob~ervation on 

Wednesday night. (CONTINUING ~O 
CARTRIGHT) The Cabinet has decided 

Dhat if you are able to contradict 

Richter, there will be no announoement 

,at a11_ But i r ~our C'bserV'ation oon

firms his predictions, coded messages 

will be Bent to British embassies 

throughout the wor1d, and they will 

inform the governments of the countries 

oonoerned. The messages will suggest 
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MINISTER. (CONTD) that armed forces 

and the police be mobilised to main

tain public order, and also that 

national observatories be alerted to 

track the DEarf. 

SOUND. INTERCOM BUZZES ON BARKER'S 

DESK. 

~. (1"-':00 INTERCOM) Yes? 

illill!1 (FILTER) There's a Mr. Stee<l 

to BeG YOUt air. 

BARKER GLANCES AT HIS DESK DIARY. 

BARKER. (INTO INTERCOM) I'm rather 

tied up at the moment. 

MINISTER. No, don't let me interupt 

your work, Barker. (TO CARTHIGNT) 
Are you going straight baok to the 

obBenatory? 

CARTRIGHT, (SOURLY) If I may. 

MINISTER I Then I'll have my chaffeur 

take you to catah yOUT. train. We' 11 
be out of Mr. E.;l.l'l:er I sway, 

, ,.', 

THE MINISTER STARTS TO PROPEL CaRTHIGHT 

OUT OF TIlE OFFICE, AS ...... 

(INTO INTERCOM) All right, 

send Mr. Steed in. 

CARTRIGHT PAUSES AT THE DOOR, TURNS TO 

BARKER. 
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CARTRIGHT. When do you plan to oome 

down. 

~. That depend. on the Minister _ 

MINISTER. (BEAMING, OPENING TIlE DOOR) 

We'll see to all that, Profe •• ,r. 

STEED IS ABOU!r TO EN'!'ER THROUGH TIlE 

NOW OPENED DOO'!, WIl OAN SEE IlIM STEP 

BACK TO LET CARTRIGHT EXIT. 

MlNISTllRI (CONFIDFJlTlt.LLY TO llARKER) 
We'll ha"e a talk about this later. 

TIlE MINISTER l'.JaTS, AS HE DOED SO 

HE GIVES A IIJWlING ELECTROAI, SMILE'" 

TO STEED. 

MINISTER. (TO STEElJ) Good mo>ming. " 

STEED RAISES IllS HAT, BUT ALREADY THE 

~iINISTER HAS HURRIED AWAY WITH CARTRIGHT. 

STEED NmV EN!lEFS THE <m'ICE. 

(';;NTERING) It'." rare privilege 

to see Sr. Charlee in person, 

~, 1'0 you l:now the miniuter? 

~. Not personally. 'The gentleman 

with him, that was Prdfes80r Cartright, 

of ~or Point ObvervatGry, w"sn't it? 

ll!!!!Q!li. (CAUTIOUSLY) Yes. (LOOKING 

AT HIS DESK DIARY) I'm'afraid I am not 

quite clear what you wanted to eee me 

about, Mr. Steed. Your: secretary 

wasn't very preoise on the telephone, 
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§Mll.. You know how diff,coult it ia 

trying to get a good secretary these 

days. In any case, I d'.dn't waht to 

worry the poor girl. (!lE PRODUOES A 

VISITING CARD) My c=!. 

"BARKER TAKES TIlE CARD, LOOKS AT IT. 

~I We are stookbrokers for aome 

of the most Buoces.ful investors r~d 

finanoiers in the .ountry. You've 

probably heard of us. 

~. I'm sorry, I'm not veriw411, 

up on the City. (RETURNING TIlE! CARD): , " 

Ilm afra.id I don't quite sae what .... ~" 

~, It's very simple really. ,I ' "'.," 

have to advise my client. when to buy 

and when to sell. ~d I thought you 

would be the best pereon to tell me 

whether we really are going to be wiped 

out by the White INarf? 

HOLD ON BARKER'S REACTION. 

INT. MAXWELL BARKER'S FLAT. DAY. 

JOHNSON IS ON ThE :?HONE. MAXWELL 

IS STANDING BY. 

JOHNSON, (!lITO PHONE) ... te 11 them 

that you didn't want to Bay anything 

until you were sure. Say you saw it 

the firmt time Bixmontha ago, if you 

like, and you've been Etudying the 

problem oompletely independently. 

I expect to hear aome ueaults of your 

observations within the next twelve 

hours. Okay? 'Bye. 
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JOHNSON HANGS UP. 

SOUND, DOOR BELL RINGS. 

JOHNSON, You expecting ""Yone? 

MAXWELL' Not partioularly. 

CUT TO, TIlE FRONT DOOR. TIlE BUTLER 

APPEARS FROM ANCTHER DOOR OF THE FLAT, 

OPENS !IRE FRONT DOeR. ~NRY BARKER IS 

STANDING THEHE. 

1l!!ll£!'.l!l' la my brother in? 

~, Yes, air. 

BARKER ENTERS. BUTLER TAKES HIS HAT 

AND UlffiERELLA • 

. ~, He's not expecting me, but 

I'm sure it'll be all right. 

" ':":-". 

~, I'm sure it will be, Mr. Henry. 

TIlE BUTLER LEADS TIlE WAY INTO TIlE 

MAIN ROOM. 

CUT TO TIlE !WN ROOM AS TIlE B'CTLER 

ENTEBS, BARKER BEHIND HIM. 

~I (TO MAXWELL) Your brother, 

sir. 

BARKER COMES INTO TIlE ROOM. BUTLE3. 

GOES OFF. 

MAXWELL' Hello, Henry. I thought 

you'd still be at the Ministry. 
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JOBNSON ACKNOWLEDGES DARKILq'S ENTRANCE, 

DUT BADKER AIJIOST IGNORES HIM. 

(TO MAX) There's sOClething 

I wanted to see you about. 

MAXWELL. Well let me get you a drink 

first. 

BADKER. Not just now. (INDICATT.NG 

JOBNSON) It's rather personal Male. 

MAXWELL IOOKS TO JOBNSON. JOBNSON RISES. 

JOBNSON. (AFFABLY) I oan take my~/ , 

eelf off to the study ~ 

ROBNSON EXITS. 

~. ',(TOMAXWELL) 1'11 come 

straight to the point, Male. ,There ,', 

was a man in my office just hf.ll' an 

hour, ago from the ~ity., He knew all 

about the Whit. ,Dwarf. , 

MAXWELL. I thought I was the only 

person you'd told. 

~. That'. :bma. But-

MAXWELLI Now just a minute, Henry, 

before you jump to any conclusions. ' 

How Clany people work in the Ministry 

,of Science? ' 

~. (TRYING TO KF.EP DOWN HIS 

TEMPER) I ',ve no idea -
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lMXWEIJ" (CONTINUING COOLLY) And how 

wt~ people are employed at that ob
servatory ~ Tor something or orther. 

~I Tor Point. You know perfectly 
well how many pevple work there. You 

uleo know that eo far as ~hiB end's 

concerned, I and the Minister are the 

obly people woo know what'. going on. 

MAXWELL, And the :'rime Minie ter and 

the Ca.binet. 

~I Yo~ are dqliberately rr.aking 

thiS very di~ficUl t for me, Mlp:well., 

He mentioned yo,> bl' name. 

CUT TO, JOIlNSON, ROUND TURN OF WALL, 

EAVESI>aOPPIDlIG. 

CUT BACK TO MAXWELL AND HENRY BARKER. ' 

MAXWELLI Did he give you lE& name? 

~, I don't think that ma.tters. 

Re showed me a list of the stock you've 

been eelljng in order to raise capital. 

And he said that you'd been deliberately 

spreading e rumour round the City that 

the Norld ~es coming to an end. 

MAXWELL, 

true! 

~I 

(TRUTIIFULLT) That's not 

Re had concluded that you 

were up to some big swindle, and ~hat 

possibly there was'l't a White Dwarf at 

all,and that somehow you knew thatl 
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~ ... ~1\ None of us are going to 

know that until Wednesday midnight, 

are we? 

(NOW ~ETTINr. ANGRY) You're 

just bein~ clever and trying to 8witoh , 
tho oubject! I'd simply J.ike to know 

how he got onto"the Dwarf et all, if 

it wasn't through you. 

MAXWELL, If no one ~n London knows 

anything aoout it except you and the 

Minister, what about your observatory 

people? You didn't answer my point 

about them. Maybe one of YOl'.r t'7'M8 '. 

professors has been ind; 8oreat • . Afte~ . 

all you're putting them Wlder a big 

strain thinking the world's coming to, 

an end, and not being '3.1 "!.owed to talk 

about it to anyone. not even their 

relatives, whioh is a restriotion you'; 

didn't apply to yourself you'll remember! 

~, Now, J!axwell . 

MAXWELLI You're aocusing me of 

betraying you. 

~; Th~s man mentioned you by 

namco 

MAXWELLs (RROTE.3TING) If I saw 

[ome way of makiv~ capital out of this, 

I'~ keep it to myself, wouldn't I7 

~, (PAUSE) I'm going to see 

the Minister tomorrow morning and 

offer my resignation. 
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Mf~~g I swear I~vb said noth~LnB 

about this to a.nyone. 

(PllEPARING TO GO,' I' 11 

always stay fon1 of you, Mq>I, but I'll 

never trufJt you again. I told :701.... aome

th~ng beoause I wan depressed ruld 

frightened~ Now I see that I was 8 

fool. 

BAIlKER MAKES TO EXIT. 

~~, Don't you think you ought to 

talk it over with ~fury before you do 

this bill' Boy Scout ad lli,d l~'in your 

career? 

BAllKER TAKES UP HIS HAT AND UMBERELLA,· 

TURNS TO MAX'llELL. 

But if there is a White 

Dwarf, I,huv0 no career to ruin, is 

there? 

BARKER EXITS. 

CUT TO. HALLW':'Y. AS BARKER MelTS, 

JOUNSON SLIPS BEHIND A D00R TO BE 

CONCEALED FIle'1 BARKER. TJIl;J MOMENT 

THE FROnT DOOR CLOSES BEHI"D BARKER, 

JDHNSOn COMES OUT AGAIN. 

CUT TO I MAIN ROOM:. MflJ[WELL IS 

C10SSIt:G TOWARDS HALLWAY. 

~~ (CALLING) Johnsonl 

BUT JOHNSON HAS ALllEADY COME INTO 

MAXWELL'S VIEW. 
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MAXWELL, I wanted to let you know 

~ brother had gone. 

JOHNS~N, Is that all you were going 

to let me know? 

YUL~LL, Were you listening? 

19~' I've got stake money in 
this too, remember. Do you reck~n 

he'll go straight home from here? 

MAXWELL. 'iihat do youIIDan? 

~·,)lrnSON , You don't think I'm gof'ng.' 
to let him keep his morr~ng appointment. 

with the Minister, do yo"' 

MAXWELL, Knowing ~ bro thar, I don't 

think thera'll be any way to etop h~m. 

JOHNSON, Triere's always one way. 

INT. STEED'S FLAT. NIGHT. 

STEED AND CATHY ARE PRESENT. 

CATHY, Do you think Henry J!arker 

ren for it? 

~, Why not? After he'd thrown 

me out of hie office, I kep an eye on 

the Ministry's front entranoe. Ten 

mL:.-:.::tea later, there ke was coming out 

to hail a cab to take him etraight to 

his brother's magnificent apartment. 

It couldn't have been more obvious. 
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~1 That doesn't prove hate done 

anything oriminal. What would you do 

it someone hame bursting in here and 

acoused your brother of perpetrating 

a swindle? 

~, ! only had sisters. Anyway, 

whether Henry Barker's guilty of 

delib.rately selling secrets, or just 

" fool who C!\Il't keep his mouth Sh'lt. 
the end result is the same. 

~I Thie is all presupposing, 
of cour8e,~hat it's a swindle and 

therels no real Dwarf? 

STEED PICKS UP A BOOK, READS FROM IT. 

Listen to this. (READING) 

tlBased on the radioactive deoay of 

uranium deposits which have turned 

into lead, the existenoe of the Earth 

as a separate body oan be calculated 

as about two thousand million years. 

There is an alternative theory, put 

forward by the Archbishop of Armagh 

on 1654, that the Eart" began at 
nine o'olock in the morning on the 

26th October in the year four thousand 

and four, 'B.C., bnt later researoh 

would .eem to question thiB." (ffiJ 
CLOSES THE BOOK) Whiohwver of tho •• 

datee you like to accept, Cathy, the 

Earth's been dOing quite nicely, for 
a long, long time. I just don't eee 

why it should go out of bUsiness now. 
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That's probably what people 

wore saying before the Flood. But 

it happened just the same. I know 

cosmio oollision is a rare event in 

th~ Universe; but it oan happen, end 

it could happen to us. 

SOUND, PHONE RINGS. 

~. Exouse ",e. (lIE LIFTS TIlE 

PHONE, QUOTES ms FilONE l:uMllER) Yes ... 

yes •••• All right. 'Ihanks for letting 

me know, 

STEED PUTS D~IN TIlE PHONE. 

Do you know a man oalled 

LErsen in America? 

I've heard 0f him. 

~. Professor Laraen has informed 

che Amerioan National Soienoe Foundation 

that for the pnst six months he has 

been traoking a White Dwarf whioh is 

now dangel'ously near to lle. 

Q!TI!X. Do you think this i9 genuine? 

§ml1. I would~ If it weren't for 

Professors Richter and Rahim being 

murdered. 

STEED GETS HIS HAT. 

Q!TI!X. Where are you going? 
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I think it would be 

idea ,to take a. look 

Barkerts place. 

STEED EY.ITS. 

SHE CLOSES IT ,TO LOUK AT THE cdvRR: " 
'THE COVER IS'A LURID MONTAGE OF PWJi>l",'8 

. .' '. ~. . 
AND COMETS,. AND IS ENrITLED. 

BJOK OF SPACE". 

INT. MAXW';LL BARKER 1 S FLAT. ' 

STEED B!lEAKS IN, USING SKELETON KEYS. 

THE PLACE IS ALMOST CQMPLE6l1Y IlL' ,; 

'DARIiNEs~. STEED llAS AT0l!CH, AND' 
",. 

MOVES ABOUT THE MAIN. ROOM. HE:' ." \'~">, 

CHECKS THE CONTENTS OF THE DRAWERS, ."':'",i:,;":(~' 
OF MAXWELL I S DESK, FINDS SOME P APF~" 

wHICH'INTEl!EST IUM, AND POCKETS THEM.· 

THEN HE LETr. SLIP HIS TORC:!. I'~ 

ROLLS ACROSS THE FLOOR, AND STEED 

, GETS roVIN ON HANDS AND KNEES . TO ' 

RETRIEVE IT. lIE PASSES BY A LONG 

SETTEE,. REACHES TO PICK UP !lIS TORCH> 

'A uili1FALLS ON HIS SHOULDER, ALMosT' 

SEEMS' TO GRAB HIS SHOULDER. ' STEED" 

GRABSTlIE TOr,CH ANJi SWINGS IT ,l!U<JIW'i 

, T!lETOl1.0H ILLuMrNATESTHE' ~ o • ~,' ,,. 
, OF. JOHIISON. 

',", .' .' 

I 

.' I., '. ,. 

-",'",":'," 

, , , 

", 
" 

:,,' 
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.,' .' ACT THREE 0 

'"'li"', ",;;,~., 

.", . ..- """., R"': ~;:~~tf;lj'l~ 
HENRY OPEN1l AN INTEJUlALDOOR LJi1\DING""~,,';l,,,>, 

OFF.n::i SEES JUS'" TI!]J FEET OF S'LATE',i,':',>'" 
JOHmlON. ,', HEllRY n:8 ON STREET CL_;3)~>~,/ 

CUT ' TO MlJrnELL ' ALSO IN TOP COAT ' NOW '" ':,:,::; ': ,-
..' ',' ,< '" .',: "::. ,: .". ~ " 

lTNllUTTONED, BY THE DRINKS, CABINET.,;: !rE,':;;:';:, 
, IS IN A NERVOUS STATE" AND, ISGIVrNG/;,",',:;"" 
HrMsEr.F A DUNK. ' " 

':~, ,,', "~:'/:' «''-

II,AXWEI.L. ' There wa. nothing el.e I, 'o'ould'~; , 
:do~' . , , r,. 

MAXwELL'TiiRNsTOWARDS HIS BROTbrER"'/liEN'RY( 

BARKER CLOSES THE, DOUR, 
.~. ROOM. 

,', 'I',;" 

".":' ."'" :' ' ' 'i" •... 

,,,~ '.MAXWELLJ': .. 

;reft here." 
',' ".' 

klllyou.', 

" fr' 
BARREn:'" IIV. olily got 

, 'tha:'t "now.' 

'" ,,-, 

MAXWELL; 
",' ~.;'. "': ,.' '::-. ' 

, ~, , Who kno:"'. he wa'. ';p ho,;;';?,"" 

~Lr> Only you, 

, 1L\JlKER. ' And your I!lan 

I sent him out. 
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BARKER. I Bupp •• e we could dispose 

of him. This sort of thing's rather 

out of ~ line of country. Isn't anyone 

likely to start looking for him? 

MAXWELL. I'll say he's disappeared. 

I'll oarry on normally, as though nothing 

h~d happened. (TURNING TO BARKER) And 

you'll huye to do the same. 

BMKEIl' Meaning what, exaotly? 

MAXWEL1. Your resignation. You oan't 

go throu~ with that now. 

BARKER. What you'n done 

anY differenoe to that. 

doesn't make 

I!!!,XWELL. Oh but it ~.oes. If you stir. 

things up for me, that'll be a olear 

invitation to the Fraud Squad. And they'll 

go on looking fur Johnson until they find 

him. You l:now wha.,~ ha.ppens to me than. 

BARKER. I've no intention of mentioning 

you when I see the Mini.tert~morr.w. 

MAXWELL. You odn't walk out of a job like 

y~urB on a we~k'B notioeJ and theytll 

want to know why you are throwing it in. 

It's all gOing to ~ome baok to me - and 

then to him (INDICATING THE DOOR BEHIND 

WHICH IS JOliNSON'S BODY) 

BARKER' I'll help you, Max, provided 

you do what I tell you. From now on, I 

want to keep ~ eye on you. The day 

after tomorrow I'm going to Tor Point 

Observatory - you are ooming with me. 
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INT. STEED'S FLAT. NIGHT, 

STEED AND CATHY ARE PRESENT, CATHY HAS 

IN HER HAND THE PAPERS WHICl:! STEED TOOK 
FROM MAXI'IELL BARKER'S DESK. 

~ I had no idea who he wae, until 
~ e~.edked his packets. Name, Mervyn 

Johnsont AMerioan oitizen, with on address 
in New York. 

~ And no idea how he got in there? 

~ Aocording to One Seven, Maxwell. . 
Barker and a man called Johnson • doubtless 

the same man - have been merging· their. 
business interests in recent months. SO":"': 
that's the end of a beautiful partnership. 

STEED TAKES UP A LARGE ENVELOPE HANDS IT 
TO CATHY. 

~ (CONTIlIUING) ,Ry the way, I oolleoted 
these for you on the way baok. 

CATHY TAKES FROM THE PACKET SOME ASTRONOMICAL 
PLATES, LOOKS: AT THEM. 

~ Thank yo',. 

~ Have ~hey done a good job? 

~ They look convincing enough to me. 
It all depends on whetber they'll oonvinoe 
anyone elee. (INDICATING THE NOTES IN HER 

HAND) TheBe notes you found - they oould be 
in Richter's writing, I'll have to cheok 
them when I get baok to the Observatory. 
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.2Am..!. (Cont'd) :!Jut they don't prove 

or disprove anything. They could only 

tell someono where to look for the White 

Dwarf, 

~ Sucl.l as Professor Larsen in 

America? 

INT. GUEST ROUSE. NIGHT. 

LUKE RcCHTE:! AND :;JI:IZAJl£!T!C FULLER ARE 

SEATEL AT A TARLE HAVINC A MEAL. MISS 

TREGARTH IS SEHVINll THEM WITH SOMETHING 

ON A PLATE. 
,.".", 

MISS TREGARTH. I thought Dr. Ga:l~ would 

be down by now. 

FfJLLElh She I s s'!iill in her room cha.nging. 

Leave it - she shouldn't be too lo~. 

MISS TREGARTH PLACES A DISH AT THE VACANT 

CHAIR. 

MISS TREGARTH. Well I don't want it to spoil., 

FULLER, No, really, dontt worry. 

MISS TREGARTH I All righ t then. 1'11 

bring your tea in a minute. 

MISJ TREGARTH GOES OFF. 

LUKE LOOKS AT THE DISH BEFORE HIM. 

~ Whet do you think it is? 
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FaLLER. Stewed sea-weed, b~ the look 

of it. 

1~ I suppose we should be glad of small 

mercies. Have you deoided yet what youfxe 

going to do in our final nine months? 

FaLLElt. It won' t be nine months. It'll 

be Lix, it we're lucky. The Sun drew the 

Moon out o~ the Pacifio. If you subsoribe 

to that opinion. What do you think the 
White Dwarf's going to do before we actually 

collide? 

~ I ca" just imagine all the" little 
arm19~ and navies running around in' ,oiroles,', 

like • lot of crazy ants. 

FaLLERI I don't think so. Not onoe 

people oan eee the Dwarf in the sky. 

,', :",:',~ 

~ Yes, it may put aome iJ9USe into 

the world. Is it going to put any sense 

into' you? 

FaLLER. I don't know, Luke. What would 

you do if you knew tnere wasn't a Dwarf -

that your father had been wrong? 

~ And that now means LBreen'a wrong 

too, remember. 

FULLER, Well, just uuppooing. 

~ Go to that overpaid job in !.merioa -

if you'd go with me. 

MISS TREGARTII APPEARS WITII TIlE TEAPOT. 
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CA~'!!Y APPEARS llE!IIND MISS TREGARTH. 

MISS TREGARTH. Here's your tea. bxe you 

311 working again tonight? 

~ Until midnight. 

MISS TREGAP.TH. Oh, we1l it'1l be nice 

for you to have a nights' sleep for B 

ohange, 

MISS TRFGARTH EXITS, AND CATHY SITS AT 

TRE T~]LE. 
, ,.' ': 

FULLER, (TO CA~) (INDICATING.THE STEWED . 
S~.-WEED) 1 hope it's nnt spOiled, though 

'. ,:" 

aotually it could hardly taste any 

dif.f;'erenta 

~ Jhat's all right. Shall 17 

CATlfl POURS TRE TEA FOR THEM. 

FULLER. (TO CATHY) Did you do all you 

had to 10 in London? 

~ Just some psople I wantsj to see 

tl.ere. 

~~ You know 1 think our Dr. Gale's 
Bome sort of ML~istry spy -

FULLER. Luke I 

1VKE! ]ut hasn't it struck you as odd 

how he's suddenly appeared just at this 

time. 
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£Am.!. JUst at what time, Dr. !ill 

Riohter? 

~ You don't really think my father's 

on leave, do you? 

~I I don't think Dr. Gale wants 

to 'tnow about that. 

LUKE. i think ehe's been sent here to 

see whether we are going to keep quiet 

about having a murderer amongst UBi 

FULLER. I'm spea~ing i~ your interests, 

Luke. I don't think you should p":reu~ 
this. 

LUKE, I love the way everyone oan reduce 
~ 

my father's "disappearanoe" to what's,',' <.' 

in my interests, None of us have ',anY 
interests any more. (TURNIN3 TO FULLER) Do 

you think we migl'.t tell our guest about the. 

White Dwarf, 

the Offioia1 

or would that be breaking 
, 

Seoret. Aot? 

FULLER SAYS NOTlIING. LUKE TURlS TO 

CATHY. 

~ We are ~king an observation tonight, 

Dr. Gale, to asoaTtain whether the entire 

Solar System is to be imploded by a 

wandering White Dwl\rf - whioh, acoording 

to my late fether, is heading for the Sun 

and shows every sign of scooping U~ up on 

way. ThiS, however, is supposed to be a 

Whitehall seoret. 

~ Don't you think that perhaps it's 

better that way? 
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LUKE. Not if it raaulta in two people 

being killed. 

FULLER. But Luke, there's s~rely no 

conneotion?' 

LUKE. I wiJh I were as trusting as you, 

Elizabeth. (TO CATHY) But it's time 

3veryona knew what was going on. 

~ (RISING) ! think I'll get along 
to the Observatory now, if you don't mind. 

I suppose Professor Cartrightt'3 there? 

~. Yes. And you'll need ,this. 

,,', 

FULLER PRODUCES A MORTICE-LOCK KEY. 

FULLER. (CONTINUING) By special orders 

of the Mlnistry - we're keeping the main 

entranoe looked now. 

, 
CATHY TAKFS THE KEY. 

~ ~ou see - typical bureauoratic 

thinking I look the stable door after the 

horses have bolted. 

CATI!Y EXITS. 

~ ~AFTER A PAUSE) Well, we were 

discussing ?Ur final six months. 

FU~ Let's talk about that. after 

the observation. 

FULLER RISES. 
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WKE. Where are you goin~ 

:FuLLER t (STILL ANNOYED WITH HIM) To 

make a telephone oall. 

\Vii: FOLLOI'T FULLER OUT OF THE LOONGE INTO 

THE HALL, WHERE SHE PICKS UP THE PHONE. 

IT !TM NO DIAL. 

FULLER. (INTO PHONE) Tor Point 265, 
please, 

STILL. ESTAllLISHING SHOT. 

THE OBSERVATORY. AT NIGHT. 

INT. OBSERVATORY OFFIGE. NIGHT. 

CARTHIGHT, ALONE IS WOBITNG AT SOME 

PAPERS. 

SOUND. Telephone rings. 

,~CARTllIGHT PICKS UP THE TELEPHONE. 

CARTRIGHT. (INTO PH0NE) Two 8ix five. 

(HE LISTENE) Thank you for telling me. 

Yes, I'll knowah .. t to do about Dr. Gale. 

INT. OBSERVATORY ENTRANCE. NIC1HT. 

THE MAIN FRONT DOOR OPENS. CATHY ENTERS. 

SHE CLOSE& THE DOOR QUIETLY llERIllD, AND WE 

FOLLOI'T HER ALO~G THE ENTRANCE CORRIDOR AND 

PAST THE OBSERVATORY OFFICE DOOR TO THE ... 
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iNT. TELESCOPE CIlAl!JllJfu...Y.lQ!IT!.. 

IT IS DIMLY LIT. CATHY MOUNTS THE 

OBSERVATION PLATFORM, CROSSES TO THE PLATES 

BOX BY THE TELESCOPE. BilE IS CARRYING A 

BRIEF CASE. INn TAKES FROM IT THE PLATES WHICH 

STEED GAVE TO HER IN AN EARLIER SCENE. 

SHE TAKES SOME PLATES FROM THE PLATES BOX, 

THEN PAUSES f.S SHE BEAR3 • SOUND. 

CUT TO CATHY'S P.O.V. DOWN THE CORRIDOR 

LEADING ~O THE MAIN FR~NT roOR WE SEE 

PROFESS'lR CARTRIGR·r AS !IF .LEAVBS .THE OESERV

ATORY OFFICE, CROS:J;;:S THB CORRrDORANn.· 

ENTERS THE POUM OPPOSITE (THROUGH WHICH . 

DOOR 'lIE PREVlOU~LY CAUGIn' A GLiMPSE OF THE 
"'."," 

DEAD RICHTER( 

CUT EACK TO CA'IHY. SIlE TAKES PLATES· FROM 

HER BRIEF CASE, AND PUTS TIlEl' INTO THE 

PLATES EOX. THE PLATES SIlE HAS TAKEN SHE 

PUTS INTO HER BRIEF CASE. THEN SIIE MAKES 

HER VIAY EA~'K TO TIlE ENTRANCE CORRIDOR. 

INT • OBSERVATORY ENTRANCE. NIGHT. 

( CONTINUOUS A~TION) 

CA= COMFS ALON'l THE CORRIDOr:. A DOOR 

QI-ENS AND CARTRIGIlT APPEARS llEIlIND HER. 

CARTIlIGHT. Good evening, Dr. Gale. 

~ Good evening. 

THEY PAUSE AT TIlE ::NTRANCE TO THE OBSERVATORY 
OFFICE. 

CARTRIGHT. After you. 
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INT. OBSERVATORY OFFICE. NIGHT. 

CATHY AND CARTRIGHT ENTER. _'_ CARTRIGHT 

PUTS HIS HAND OUT FOR HER BRIEF CASE. 

CARTRIGHT. May I? 

CA~~RIGHT TAXES CATHY'S BhlEF CASE, 

PUTS IT eN A SHELF FOR HER. 

CARTRIGHT. (CONTINUING) I believe you 

know all about the White Dwarf now? 

Fuller telephoned me. Young Richter 

shouldn't have said anything, b\it the.re's 

no point in our hiding things i"o",you 

any more. 

~ Knowing about thiS, you must 

have all been under a oonsiderable 

strain the last few montha, 

" .. " 

CARTRIGHT. Perhaps at "'1 time of life, 

it doean I t seem so cruel. But for Luke 

Richter and Professor Fuller, it must 

Beem rather unfair. And for you tot, Dr, 
Gale - knowing tha', you are going to die. 

INT. GUEST r.:xJSE.' NIGHT. 

IN THE LOUNGE LUKE IS READING A BOOK. 

HE CHECKS HIS WRIST WATCB. MISS TREGARTH 

ENTERS. SHE HAS HER CURLERS IN. 

MYlLTREGARTH. Since you'll all ;9 

back early, I'll leave Borne sandwiches 

ont for you, 

.!mQU Thank you • 
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MISS TREGARTIl, You wouldn't know about 

when your father's coming bac~f would you? 

~ No. I'll let you kcow about trot. 

MISS TREGARTIl SEES SHE !SNT GOING TO 

MAKE ANY HEAI1IlAY CONVERSATIONALLY AND 

RETREATS ~'OWARDS TIlE llALL. 

CUT TO TIlE HALLWAY. STEED ENTERS IN STREET 

CLOTHES AND CARRYING A PIECE OF LUGGAGE. 

MISS!!!m.AJTIli!. Oh. •• Good evening. , Did 

you want something? 

STBEll. I wondered if you had any roome ,," 

for the night? 

MISS TREGARTll, Just for one? 

(IN BACKGROUND, roLLER IS DESCENDING STAIRS 

IN TOPCOAT. SllE CROSSES TO TIlE LOONGE, AND 

WE CAN SEE L1J1(E RISE AS SllE ENTERS. 

~ Yes. Just myself, for one night. 

MISS TREGA:1Tll. (FLUSTERED) Well, I ... 

It's rather late, isn't it? 

~ That's why I need eomewhere to 

sleep_ 

MISS TREGARTIl. Are you with them? (SHE 

INDICATES LUKE AND ~LLER) 

L1J1(E AIID roLLER ARE NOW COMING FROM THE 

LOUNGE, MAKING FOR TIlE FRONT DOOR TO EXIT. 
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STEEDs No, I'm juat with, me'. 

LUKE AND FULLER PASS STEED. 

~ (TO LUKE AND FULLER) Good wenin8'. 

THEY ACKNOWLEDGE HIM. MISS TREGARTIl IS 

L00lCiNG AT HER REGISTER. 

MISS TREGARTIl, Well, I had a room until 
an hour a8o~ You see, it's all these 

people from the Observatory. 

~ I'm sure it's a problem., Those 
two were from the Observatory? 

MISS TREGARTIl. Everybody. There's .. two .. " 
men just come from the Ministry., I've, 

got them sharing a room. 

~ Perhaps you have a oamp bed or a 

mattress in the bath? 

MISS TREGARTIl, I wouldn't like to do 
anything like that. I oould let you have 

some blankets on the settee in ~he lounge? 

~ That ';""ld do admirably. 

MISS TREGARTIl. Oh well, that'. all right. 
I mean to say, just for one night - it 
won't be the end of the world for you. 

STILL. ESTAllLISHING SHOT. 

THE O]SERVATORY AT NIGHT. 
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INT. OBSERVATORY ENTRANCE. NIGHT. 

THE FRONT DOOR OPENS AND LUKE AND roLLER 

ENTER. THEY CROSS TO THE OBSERVATORY OFFICE 

DOOR. 

roLLhlR. What will you feel like if ~h. 
observation provec your father waB wrong? 

m!9l..!. Deligl.ted. 

LUKE OPENS THE OFFICE DOOl1. 

INT. OBSl;1lV ATORY OFFICYll. NIGHT. ' 

CAR'::'RIGHT .;!ID CAmY ARE 1'I0RK1NG. CARTRIGHT 

ON PAPERS, CAmY AT THE SPECTRUM ~TER· 

LUKE AND FULLER EclTER. 

CARTRIGRT. (LOOKING UP) Ah. hullo. 

m!9l..!. Is tne telesoope looked on yet? 

CARTRIGHT. No. I'd better do that. 

roLLER. It's all right. I'll do it. 
(TO CARTRIGHT) Miss Tregarth'. laying 
on late-night sandwiches for us 88 a 

specia.l treat. 

CARTR:GRT. After tonight we'll probably 

nel:..d themo 

roLLER EXITS. 
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~ (TO CATllY) Dr. Ga:e. I' m sorry 
I told you about the barf so brutally. 
The ev~nts of the last few days have been 

rather 8 8c~n on ~. 

CATllY, I quite understand (TO CARTRIGHT) 

Will I be able to help yo~ with the 

observation at all? 

CARTRIGHT, :t's a one-man job, r3ally. 

]ut we might as well all be there. 

~ Clanging of a bell. 

CARTR:GHT,. Who the devil can that be?' 

LUKE, Miss Tregarth mentioned two· men '. ,,', 
.from the Ministry staying ovar>1ight. 

CARTRIGHT, I thought they' d given 

that idea up. :'d better go and lay out 

the red oarpet for them. 

CARTRIGHT E(1Q;ll'~'.: • 
.•. _--'-' 

LUKE, (TO CATllY) Will you stay on here 

if we get an affirmative reading tonight? 
ObseF<ing Mars will see~ a bit pointless, 

won't it? 

~', We'll see. 

INT. OBSERVATORY ENTRANQ;:. NIGHT. 

CARTRIGHT IS OPENING 'l'llE FRONT DOOR TO 

HEJ;RY BARKER AND MAXWELL DARKER. 
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CARTRIGHT. I trust you're satisfied with 

our security arrangementSt Mr. :Barker. 

We now keep the door locked. 

BARRElh Yes, very good. You don't mind 

my bringing " oolleaguo aJ,ong with me? 

CABTRIGHT. Not "t all. Well, would you 

oar. to go into tile dome straight away, 

or cl!:!:! you want tu ge. around the plaoe first? 

BABRER. (CBECKING illS WATCH) ,I don't 

think we rosIly t.av. time for ,the' oonducted 

tour. So If you'd like to lead the,way, 

?rofeasor. 

CABTRIGHT. Certainly. 

CABTRIGHT LEADS B:.RRER AND MAXWELL' 'TOWARDS 

TRE TELIlSCOPE. ClIAMllEll. 

INT. TELESCOPE CHAMBER. NIGHT; 

TfIE LICHTS ARE ON. ,FULLER IS STANDING 

CROU CllED UNDER ONE OF TfIE AIMING TELESCOPES. 

C.U. TO FULLER'S EYES, AND CUT TO HER P.O.V. 

HTLLER ,~ P. O. \' • AS THROUGH A TELESCOPE, 

A LONG SHOT OF TRE MOON IN ITS SLENDEREST 

CRESCENT. CLOSE UP TO TRE MOON UNTIL 

WE CAN SEE ITS CRATERS I RUT TRE CENTRE 

OF OUR CLOSING UP is NOT TRE ILLUMINATED 

CRFSCENT, RUT TRE OPPOSITE QUABTER OF 

THE MOON " TRE "DARK" SIDE OF ','RE MOON. 

IT APPEABS NOW AS A ROUNDED BLACK PATCH 

MASKING HALF OUR VIEW. TRE UNMASKED P ABT 

IS STUDDED WITfI STABS. 
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CUT BACK TO FULLEP., AND V'IDEN SHOT 

TO ~'lIOW CARTRIGHT, MA.'tWELL, AND BARKER 

MOUNT:NG THE OBSERVATION PLATFORl4. FULLER 

TURNS TO THEM. 

CARTRIGRT, (TO BARKER) Thia is Professor 

Fuller. (TO FULLEP.) !.Ir. Barker, of 

the Ministry. 

FULLER AND PARKER SHAKE RANI'S. 

CARTRIGHT, (TRYING TO INTR'lDllCE MAXWELL 

TO FULLER) And!.lr... er .. ; 

BARKER, (TO FULLEP.) My colleagUe f;';m. 
the Ministr!. 

FULLER, Good evening. 

CARTRIG~, (TO FULLER) We're all eet up, 

are we? 

FULLER, Yea. 

BARKER, I don't underetand - if the 

telesoope'e at thie angle, why oan't you ee. 

the Dwarf now? 

CARTRIGHT, lleoauae the !loon' a in the 

way. That's what1s made observation of 

it eo occasional. You may care to look -

through this one. 

CARTRIGHT INDICATES THE AIMING TELESCOPE, 

AND llARKER TAKES A LOOK TfffiOllGH IT. 
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OllSERVATORY OFFI'1E. NIGHT. 

CATHY AND LUKE. 

~ (CHECKING HIS WATCII) Well, this 

is about it. 

LUKE MOVES TO EXIT. 

'CATHY, Th:re1e something I have to do 

first. I'll be along in a moment. 

LUKE F.XITS, CATH! 1'fAITS UNTIe. HE HAS 

GONE, TllEI' SEE ALSO EXITS, TAId:NG'THE 

MORTICE-LOCK KEY FROM HER POC)(ET. 

INT. OllSERVATORY ENTRANCE. NIGHT.!. 
"':":" 

, ' 

CATH! COMES FROM THE OBSERVATORY OFFICE. 

SHE GOES QUICKLY TO THE FROIIT DOOR, INSERTS 

HER KEY IN THE LOCK AND TtJRNS IT. THEN 

S~ POCKETS THE KEY AGAIN, PROCEEDS TOWARDS 

THE TELESQOPE C1IJ\1!JlEIt. 

INT. TELESCOPE CHAMBER. NIGHT. 

FULLER, CAIl'tRIGHT, DARKER, I;lAXWFLL. LUKE 

13 ENTEl'PIG. 

CAIlTRIGHT, Ah, this ie Dr Riohter. 

DARKER AND LUKE EXCHANGE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

1U~' (TO CAIlTRIGTIT) DR. Gale'. on the way. 

DARKER, Who? 
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m!\ll.l.. : Our guest. I thought you 

Beht her down here? 

BARKER. We're ver;' departmentalised you 

know. Itm sure it's quite in order. 

(TO CARTRIGHT) It's nearly time, isn't it? 

CA;-:TIlIGIIl'. Yes. (TO FULLEIl) Could you 

see to tho lights, please? 

FULLER CROSSES TO 1'IIE llATTEIlY OF SWITCHES, 

AS CARTRIGHT SETTLES HIMSELF IN TIlE 

OBSERVEh'S CHAIR. FULLEIl IS ABOUT TO 

TURN OUT TIlE LIGIITS, BlJT PAUSES AS CATIIY 

MOUNTS TIlE STEPS ON TO THE OBSEIivATIOJi . 

PLATFOID!. 

LIGRTS. 
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CUT TO CARTRIGHT IN THE OBS~l.VER 'S CHAIR. 

IN HIS LEFl' I!A.ND :IS TIlE COMPENSATOR SWITCH, 

AND HE EXPERIMENTALLY WORKS THE TOGGLE 

WITH HIi'; THUM]. THEN CLOSE UP ON HIS EYE. 

CARTRIGHT 'S P. O. V. WE SEE TIlE DARKENED 

SHOULDER OF THE MOON STANDING OUT AGAlHST 

THE BACKDROP OF STARS. VERY GRADUALLY 

ANOTHER STAR SLIGHTLY MORE BlIILLIANT THAN 

THE OTHERS, APPEARS !lVER THE HORIZON 

OF THE MOON. 

CUT TO CARTRlGHT. 

CARTHIGHT, (TURNING TO BARKER) i Do you 

wa.nt to sea it? 

BIJlKER, Can you ta 11 anything yet? 
,." 

CARTHIGHT, Not until I make the oomparison, 

CARTRIGHT REACHES TO THE PLATES BOX, TlIKES 

FROM IT THE PLATE WHICH CATRY PREVIOUSLY 

PUT THERE. HE FITS IT INTO THE PLATE HOLDER 

UNDER THE TELE3COPE EYEPIECE. CUT TO A FEW 

REACTION SHOTS OF THE PEOPLE A~UND CARTRlGHT. 

CARTRIGHT SETTLE3 HTh!SELF BACK INTO THE 

OBSERVER'S CHAIR AND SLIDES THE PL!.TE INTO 

POSITION. 

CARTRIGHT'S P.O.V. THE NIGHT SKY IS HAZED 

OVER WITH TWICE THE NUMBER OF STARS, UNTIL 

THE PLATE IS FINALLY IN POSITION. THE 

WHITE DWARF'S ACTUAL POSITION IS EXACTLY THE 

SAME AS THE DWARF ON THE PLATE. CUT TO 

CARTRIGllT'S REACTION. HE LICKS HIS LIPS, AND 

WE SEEHD! WORKING TIlE COMPENSATOR SWITCH. 
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CARTRIGHT'S P,O,V. TlIE STARS HAVE ALL 

DOUllLElJ AGAIN, llUT NOW TlIE PlATE SLIDES 

MC!( INTO POSITIOl' AND TEE PLATE EXACTLY 

MATGIIES TlIE NIGHT SKY. TlIE WHITE DWARF 

IS STILL ONE AND NOT TWO. 

CUT TO CARTRIGHT I 

CARTRIGHT. Professor Fuller, you oan put 

on ~he lights. 

FULLER PITS ON TlIE LIGHTS. 

CARTRIGIlT. (TO LUKE) YOt'r father was 

oorrect. (TO BAIlKER) It" affirmative. 

CUT TO A LOOK OF SELF SAT7SFACTION' ON . 

MAXWELL'S FACE. CARTRIGHT TURNS TO HD!. 

CARTRIGHT. It's true. The Dwarf'. still 

on the same oourse, Yvu cnr. see for yourself. 

MAXWELL, (FRI3IlTENED) But it oan't be ... 

CARTRIGRT I My only. regret is that in the 

remaining ~ew months of my life I should 

have had anything to do with someone like 

you. 

INT. OBSERVATORY ENTRAJ1CE. NlGIlT. 

TlIE W.lN DOOR OPENS. STEED ENTERS. 

lIE PROCEEDS TOWlillDS TlIE TELESCOPE CHAMBER. 

lNT. TELESCOPE CHAMBER. NIGHT • 

RES1JMEl. 
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CARTRIGHT, (TO LUKE) I murdered your 

father, and Dr. Rllhim. \TIIllNING TO 

MAXWELL) A million pounds - that was , 
going to be my share, wasn't it? 

:BUT MAXWELL !!AS DRlilVIII A GUN AND Sll00TS 

CARTRIGHT AT FOIN'f BLANK RANGE. CARTRIGHT 

STAGGERS AND FALLS. CUT TO STEED HALF WAY 

UP TIlE STEPS TO mE OBSERVATION PLATFORM, 

ALSO \VIm A GUN. 

STEED, Drop that I 

MAXWELL FIRES AT STEED, !!'HEN UITS, STEED 

IN PURSUIT. 

FILM SE;;lUENnE OF CHASE AND (;UN FIGHT. 

STEED WINS. 

INT. STEED'S FLAT. DAY. 

STEED AND CATIlY. CATI!Y IS roOKING THROUGH 

HIS RAmm SCHOOLEOYISII COLI.ECTION OF 

1lOOKS ON SPACE. 

CATUY, What are you going to d~ with 
all these? 

STEED, .Read th.". eventually. 

CATI!Y COMES ACROSS ONE ENTITLED "INSTANT 

ASTROLOGY", OR''lIHAT THE STARS FORETELL" 

CAmy, What's thir - (lIEADING) 

"Instant Astrology, or What the stars foretell". 

This is about astrology? 

- 71 -

, . 
, i" 

- 71 -

CARTRIGHT, (TO LUKE) I murdered your 

father, and Dr. Rllhim. \TIIllNING TO 

MAXWELL) A million pounds - that was , 
going to be my share, wasn't it? 

:BUT MAXWELL !!AS DRlilVIII A GUN AND Sll00TS 

CARTRIGHT AT FOIN'f BLANK RANGE. CARTRIGHT 

STAGGERS AND FALLS. CUT TO STEED HALF WAY 

UP TIlE STEPS TO mE OBSERVATION PLATFORM, 

ALSO \VIm A GUN. 

STEED, Drop that I 

MAXWELL FIRES AT STEED, !!'HEN UITS, STEED 

IN PURSUIT. 

FILM SE;;lUENnE OF CHASE AND (;UN FIGHT. 

STEED WINS. 

INT. STEED'S FLAT. DAY. 

STEED AND CATIlY. CATI!Y IS roOKING THROUGH 

HIS RAmm SCHOOLEOYISII COLI.ECTION OF 

1lOOKS ON SPACE. 

CATUY, What are you going to d~ with 
all these? 

STEED, .Read th.". eventually. 

CATI!Y COMES ACROSS ONE ENTITLED "INSTANT 

ASTROLOGY", OR''lIHAT THE STARS FORETELL" 

CAmy, What's thir - (lIEADING) 

"Instant Astrology, or What the stars foretell". 

This is about astrology? 

- 71 -

, . 
, i" 



',' 

STEED I ' Toot makes you a. 
(MOVING ~' FURTHER HAL) 

"Jf,November -that'. ,t}" 
.' ,"l. 

'sixteenth day of the year, 

fiv';~ t8.keaw"y today '.date;' ad«(ti;,.,·~tt'lr~;tf,;;·;:; 
';"'dt~er. divide by , 

\.: ' 

. CATllY,' ,wry divide by 

~ I don't know. It'. in'the' 

"instructions. "Right, th~re you hava1t., ' 
, , 

p~ge':f'orty two, pilragi-aph Beven ," y~( :,,' 
horo~oop~ for a.ll of next w9pk r "-

STEED l!ANDS ~HE BOOK, OPEN, TO CATHY. 

(IlEAlJING) '''WIth the planet Mar." 
now in oppo"i tion and Ileptune in' the' 

.soendane, this is your chanoe 

'out,,'of :that rut ) .:.live 

:,': ',-

',' ~ 
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